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The ILO has been working on protecting and promoting the rights of  indigenous and tribal 
peoples since the 1920's. It has participated regularly at the Working Group on Indigenous 
Populations since it was established, as well as at other fora  dealing with this issue. 

The ILO's approach in the area of  indigenous and tribal peoples falls  within two major areas: 
(i) supervision of  the two Conventions relating to indigenous and tribal peoples, and (ii) 
technical assistance. These are carried out in a complementary manner. 

The following  is a brief  summary of  recent developments in the ILO concerning indigenous 
and tribal peoples: 

I. ILO Standards 

The ILO is responsible for  the only two international instruments relating exclusively to 
indigenous and tribal peoples: the Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention, 1957 (No. 
107); and the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No, 169) which revises 
Convention No. 107. 

Convention No. 107 is now closed for  ratification  but remains valid for  those countries which 
have ratified  it but have not ratified  Convention No. 169 (20 in total). There are at present 13 
ratifications  for  Convention No. 169: Bolivia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Colombia, Denmark, Fiji, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Paraguay and Peru. A number of  other 
states are considering ratification  (Brazil, Finland, New Zealand, Philippines, Sweden, etc.) 
and the influence  of  Convention No. 169 in terms of  policy development continues (e.g., the 
draft  Inter-American Instrument on Indigenous Peoples). 

II. ILO Supervision 

The Committee of  Experts on the Application of  Conventions and Recommendations, the 
principal ILO body responsible for  monitoring the implementation of  international labour 
standards, examines the application of  Convention Nos. 107 and 169 on a regular basis. The 
following  reflects  comments made in the December 1998 session when the Committee dealt 
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with the following  countries1: 

Convention No. 107 

Argentina.  The Committee of  Experts examined the amendment to article 67(15) of  the 
National Constitution of  11 August 1994, recognizing the ethnic and cultural pre-existence 
and other rights of  the indigenous peoples of  Argentina which is operative and therefore  must 
be considered as applicable, although the above-mentioned constitutional provision requires a 
regulatory act. 

The Committee had received comments from  the Educational Workers* Association of 
Neuquen (ATEN), alleging the lack of  recognition of  traditional lands of  the Mapuche 
communities, and an order of  eviction for  land usurpation; this matter is before  the Federal 
Penal Court for  appeal to the Supreme Court. Within the context of  an arbitration committee 
created by the Government to resolve a dispute between the Pulmari Interstate Corporation 
(CIP) - accused by the Mapuche community of  corruption - and the indigenous communities, 
the Committee requested the Government to enter into direct consultation with the 
communities affected  by the dispute to allow an adequate solution to be found. 

Bangladesh.  The Committee noted with interest the Peace Agreement signed on 2 December 
1997 between the Government and the Parbattya Chattagram J ana Sanghati Samity (PCJSS, 
United Peoples Party of  the CHT), and requested detailed information  on its implementation. 
Within this context, it sought information  on the current legislation in force  with regard to the 
CHT and the legal status of  the consultation and advisory powers of  the newly established 
regional council. The Committee also raised the issue of  the composition, mandate and 
powers of  the newly established Ministry on Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs,  and asked that it 
be kept informed. 

The Committee had noted that under section 26 of  the Peace Agreement, no lands in a 
particular district may be leased out, sold, purchased or transferred  without the prior 
permission of  the relevant District Council; however, there was a large portion of  the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts which are outside the coverage of  section 26. The Committee recalled 
the concerns it had previously expressed that the Government should act with dispatch to 
resolve conflicting  land claims in the CHT between the tribal people and the settlers, taking 
into account the large number of  illegal settlements and the large number of  tribals who had 
fled  from  their lands. It hoped that the Government would provide a full  report on relevant 
developments including information  on conflict  resolution procedures and their 
implementation and the repatriation of  tribal refugees  from  India. 

The Committee also commented on reports of  human rights violations against the inhabitants 
of  the CHT, including the abduction on the night of  11-12 June 1996, of  Kalpana Chakma, 
Organizing Secretary of  the Hill Women's Federation, and asked for  detailed information  on 

1 For full  text of  Observations see Report III (Part 1A)), ILC 1999. 
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the measures taken to protect the life  and property of  the tribal peoples. 

Brazil.  The Committee had received information  regarding the increase of  garimpeiros 
{independent gold miners) in indigenous lands, and the measures taken by the Government to 
prevent this including for  environmental protection from  the damages of  illegal mining. It 
expressed its concern, as it had for  many years, on the precarious situation of  the Yanomani 
and other isolated Indian tribes, and on the damages caused by the wildcat gold miners. 

The Committee examined the adoption of  Decree No. 1775 of  1996, which provides for 
decisions on the demarcation of  indigenous lands which remain to be regularized, and the 
concerns expressed regarding the effects  of  the decree in the area known as Raposo do Sol. 
Also highlighted by the Committee was the National Indian Foundation's (FUNAI) intention 
to request the Ministry of  Justice to re-examine the administrative decision regarding the 
demarcation of  these lands. The Committee's expressed its continuing concern at plans to 
decentralise the health services of  indigenous peoples, and that irrespective of  the National 
Health Foundation's (FNS) restructuring, there is an absence of  co-ordination of  the medical 
attention given to indigenous peoples. 

The Committee also focussed  on the impact on indigenous peoples of  the construction of  four 
hydroelectric plants in the Vale do Ribiera, and requested the Government to keep it informed 
of  the situation regarding the construction of  these plants and their impact on the surrounding 
communities. The Committee was also concerned about the contractual arrangement 
regulating conditions of  employment of  indigenous workers in distilleries of  Mato Grosso do 
Sul. Bill No. 2057 of  1991 (respecting indigenous status) and the possible ratification  of 
Convention No. 169, are still under examination by the Committees of  the National Congress. 
The government was invited at the June 1999 session of  the International Labour Conference 
to discuss this situation with the Conference  Committee on the Application of  Standards, 
where it provided detailed information  including on new measures to safeguard  indigenous 
labourers against labour exploitation: 

Convention No. 169 

In its annual report, as a general observation, the Committee of  Experts observed that 
"Convention No. 169 is the most comprehensive instrument of  international law for  the 
protection in law and in practice of  the right of  indigenous and tribal peoples to preserve their 
own laws and customs within the national societies in which they live." It stated that 
Convention No. 169 establishes minimum rights which must be respected and applied by 
States which have ratified  the Convention, with a view to the protection of  the 300 million 
members of  indigenous and tribal peoples in the world. 

The Committee observed that one of  the fundamental  precepts of  Convention No. 169 is that 
"a relationship of  respect should be established between indigenous and tribal peoples in the 
States in which they live, a notion which should not be confused  with autonomy, or political 
and territorial independence from  the nation State." It noted that Convention No. 169 has 
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guided a number of  Supreme Court decisions in the Americas, illustrating the potential of  the 
Convention to influence  the positive law of  these countries and ameliorate the relationship of 
power in the dialogues between national governments and indigenous and tribal peoples.2 

Bolivia.  Although the Committee did not receive a report from  the Government on the 
application of  the Convention, a representation had been submitted by the Bolivian Central 
of  Workers (COB) under article 24 of  the ILO Constitution, alleging non-observance of 
certain provisions of  Convention No. 169. The Committee observed that in March 1999, the 
Governing Body adopted a report on the representation and requested the Government to 
supply information  to the Committee of  Experts on the measures taken to apply the 
provisions of  Article 15 of  the Convention, on the process of  clearing title, and on the 
progress made in practice with regard to consultations with the peoples concerned. It also 
requested the complainants to inform  the Committee of  Experts about the appeal filed  with 
the System for  the Regulation of  Renewable Natural Resources (SIRENARE). The 
Committee will consider these questions at its next session. 

The Committee also noted the laws and decrees effecting  the indigenous and tribal peoples 
adopted since the Government's last report, including Act No. 1551 of  1994 on Popular 
Participation, and Act No. 1702 of  1996 which amends it, the Forest Act No. 1700 of  1996, 
and the Mining Code (Act No. 1777 of  1997), among others. It asked the Government to 
provide detailed information  on the effects  of  this legislation in its next report. 

Colombia.  In its Observation, the Committee commented on the rulings of  the Constitutional 
Court, the Supreme Court and a number of  other courts which took into account the 
provisions of  the Convention. It noted Decrees Nos. 1396 and 1397 of  8 August 1996 
establishing the Committee on the Human Rights of  Indigenous Peoples and the National 
Committee for  Indigenous Territories and asked for  information  on their activities including 
on environmental impact assessment studies as required under section 7 of  Decree No. 1337. 

The Committee mentioned the communications it had received from  a number of 
organizations regarding the construction of  a hydroelectric scheme (the Urrá project) which 
will flood  much of  the territory occupied by the Emberá-Katio community, and noted that in 
the absence of  any consultations with the indigenous communities affected,  this would 
contravene Article 6 of  the Convention. It explained that the relevant organizations had asked 
for  an ILO direct contacts mission with a view to safeguarding  the rights of  the Emberá-Katío 
people who are settled in the Alto Sinú region. The Committee was awaiting the 
Government's comments on the matter. 

The Committee noted the lack of  information  on the practical activities, since their 
establishment, of  the Committee on the Human Rights of  Indigenous Peoples and the National 
Committee for  Indigenous Territories, with special regard to environmental impact studies 

2 See Report of  the Committee  of  Experts  on the Application of  Conventions  and 
Recommendations,  Report III (Part 1 A), page 26, for  details. 
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which should involve the indigenous community. It also asked the Government to provide 
information  on the progress made in the investigation of  human rights violations, including 
massacres in indigenous communities in Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. 

Guatemala.  The Committee had received the Government's first  report following  ratification 
of  Convention No. 169. It had also received a communication from  the Popular Federation of 
Peasant Farmers on the application of  the Convention, which it had sent to the Government 
for  its comments. 

The Committee recalled that the ratification  of  the Convention was one element in the 
settlement of  the conflict  in Guatemala, and as a result the ILO continues to provide its 
technical assistance in the implementation of  the Peace Agreement, along with other members 
of  the international community. In this first  report, the Government indicated that the 
mechanisms to implement the Peace Agreement had not yet concluded their work. The 
Committee asked for  a detailed report on the progress achieved in this regard, and encouraged 
the Government to continue working with the assistance of  the Office  to create the necessary 
conditions for  the Convention's full  implementation. 

Mexico.  As a result of  a nationwide process of  consultation on the rights and participation of 
indigenous peoples, constitutional reform  initiatives concerning indigenous matters have been 
submitted to the Federal Congress and, at a federal  level, specific  provisions relating to 
indigenous issues have been included in the Copyright Act, the Forestry Act and the General 
Act respecting environmental balance and protection. The Committee noted the information 
provided by the Government regarding the legislative reforms  which have been introduced in 
certain states. These reforms  are in the form  of  provisions stating that interpreters should be 
present at the trials of  indigenous peoples and that the customs of  those peoples should be 
taken into account in those circumstances. The Committee reiterates the fact  that indigenous 
peoples should have the same rights as other citizens. Also noted is the Act regarding the 
economic development in the State of  Chiapas, which will have a considerable impact on the 
indigenous population of  that State. The Committee noted the fact  that provisions regarding 
the need to take indigenous customs into account have been introduced into state constitutions 
and regulatory laws, including the Agriculture Act, the Federal Public Administration Act and 
the General Education Act. 

The Committee's observation took note of  the Government's substantial and detailed report 
and of  the information  supplied by the Authentic Labour Front (FAT). FAT also stated in its 
comment that torture is used to extract confessions  and that criminal trials are held without 
any interpreters for  the defendants  and without any regard for  indigenous customary laws. The 
Committee took note of  the Government information  which indicated that legislative reforms 
have been introduced, stipulating that interpreters must be present at trials and that indigenous 
customs should be taken into consideration. More information  was requested in this regard. 
The Committee took note of  the report provided by the FAT entitled "Slavery in Mexico: 
Rural Migrant Workers...their human rights", which described the situation of  indigenous 
migrant workers recruited under the so-called "enganche" system, and urged the Government 
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to intensify  its efforts  to improve the labour situation of  indigenous workers. It also asked for 
detailed information  on the number of  inspection visits covering indigenous workers. 

The Committee noted the report presented to the Governing Body by a tripartite committee 
set up to examine a representation made by the Trade Union Delegation, D-III-53, Section 
XI of  the National Trade Union of  Educational Workers (SNTE), alleging the non-observance 
by Mexico of  certain provisions of  Convention No. 169. The Committee also noted the 
representation made by the Radical Trade Union of  Metal and Associated Workers alleging 
non-observance by the Government of  Mexico of  a number of  Articles of  the Convention, 
which had been declared receivable by the Governing Body in its 273rd Session (November 
1998). 

Peru.  The Committee of  Experts examined with interest the Government's first  report on the 
application of  the Convention. It also commented on a representation under article 24 of  the 
Constitution concluded by the Governing Body at its 273rd Session. The representation had 
been submitted by the General Confederation  of  Workers of  Peru (Confederación  General de 
Trabaj dored del Perú) (CGTP) alleging that Act No. 26845 of  26 July 1997 - the Land 
Titling Act for  the Rural Communities of  the Coastal Region - violated both the letter and 
spirit of  Convention No. 169 as well as the Constitution of  Peru and other relevant legislation, 
since it allowed individual members of  the rural communities (mostly indigenous peoples) to 
sell land which is in fact  owned by the community as a whole. 

The Committee endorsed the conclusions and recommendations of  the Governing Body, 
which found  that while it was not its function  to determine whether collective or individual 
property was the most appropriate for  indigenous peoples in any given situation, involving 
these peoples in the decision as to whether this form  of  ownership should change was 
extremely important. It recalled Article 13 of  the Convention, which states that 
"Governments shall respect the special importance... for  the peoples concerned of  their 
relationship with the land ... and in particular the collective aspects of  this relationship." 

The Committee also asked the Government to provide information  related to the possible 
impact of  mineral exploitation in regions inhabited by indigenous peoples, on the peoples 
themselves. It also requested information  on the arrangements being made to enable the 
communities concerned to share in the management and benefits  of  this operation. 

In addition to these Observations which are published in Report III (Part 1 A), the Committee 
of  Experts also sent requests for  information  directly to the relevant governments. 

IV. Technical Cooperation 

Since the beginning of  the International Decade of  the World's Indigenous People, the ILO 
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has initiated a number of  technical cooperation projects and programmes to increase 
awareness of  the situation of  indigenous and tribal peoples and to promote an improvement of 
their living and working conditions. All ILO technical assistance programmes are 
implemented within the framework  of  relevant ILO standards, in particular Convention No. 
169. The following  is a summary of  current ILO projects and programmes: 

In Central  America (Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Belize, Nicaragua and 
Panama), a three-year project is underway, which focusses  on the Legal Empowerment  of 
Indigenous  Peoples in Central  America. The project's regional counterpart is the Central 
American Indigenous Council (CICA), and its aim is to enable indigenous communities both 
to protect and promote their rights through better use of  legislative and legal processes, and to 
accomplish more effective  inclusion of  indigenous peoples in the administration of  justice, 
public policy development and the democratic process. This will be achieved through 
enhanced consultation and collaboration among indigenous organisations, state institutions 
and NGOs at both regional and national levels. 

In addition to this, a number of  other projects are being implemented in South America. The 
ILO provides training to indigenous legal promoters concerning legislation on land and use of 
resources in the lowlands of  Bolivia as one the components of  the UNDP-sponsored National 
Indigenous  Programme.  In Guatemala, ILO assistance continues with training for  field  staff 
on the practical implications of  Convention No. 169. This has taken place at the request of  the 
Ombudsman's Office  of  Guatemala, and is conducted within the context of  the Guatemalan 
Peace Plan entitled Identity  and  Rights of  Indigenous  Peoples. Convention No. 169 was 
ratified  by Guatemala in June 1996, also within the context of  the Peace Plan. 

Project to Promote ILO Policy on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 

The DANIDA-financed  Project on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples is a technical cooperation 
project aimed at promoting ILO policy on indigenous and tribal peoples. It began operations 
in 1996 and will continue until 2000, subject to renewal. The Project is conceptualized within 
the framework  of  the International Decade for  the World's Indigenous People (1995-2004), 
and is managed by two indigenous and tribal persons. The inter-regional focus  of  the project 
places its main emphasis on Asia and Southern Africa,  whereas project work in South and 
Central America is complementary to the activities of  the ILO offices  in the region. 

Asia 

The following  is a summary of  Project activities in the Asian region: 

(1) Bangladesh. Within the context of  the Peace Agreement sign in December 1997 
between the Government and the JSS, and the Regional Council established in May 
this year, the Project has organized a study tour for  indigenous and tribal peoples 
representatives of  the CHT. This will take place immediately following  the WGIP and 
is being implemented in cooperation with the Sami Parliament (Norway) and the 
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Greenland Home Rule. It is to study how these two institutions function  and also to 
enable the communities to share their experiences and to learn from  one another. It is 
a component of  the Project's Indigenous to Indigenous Module. 

(2) In Cambodia, the Project provides policy advice to the Inter-Ministerial Committee on 
Highland Peoples of  the Government (IMC) which is engaged in developing a policy 
on indigenous and tribal peoples (currently before  the Council of  Ministers). Another 
element of  its technical assistance is capacity building initiatives for  the IMC, the 
provincial administration and the local communities. In 1999 technical assistance 
continues within the policy development process. 

(3) India. Consultation workshops for  women on empowerment and displacement took 
place during 1997-98, with LAYA, a local NGO, as the implementing organization. 
The results will be produced in the form  of  a publication on "Working with Displaced 
Tribal Women in Andhra Pradesh" later this year. This project is ongoing, and will 
continue into the year 2000 with the aim of  facilitating  discussions and of  providing a 
platform  for  indigenous and tribal women's issues in the area. 

(4) Japan. The Project was invited by the Ainu Association of  Hokkaido to participate, 
together with the UN High Commissioner's Office  for  Human Rights, at a workshop 
on indigenous issues at a Symposium on Ainu culture as part of  the Incareship Ainu 
Cultural Festival (February 1999), During this mission, the Project discussed Ainu 
issues with Government authorities and with the Rengo Hokkaido - a trade union - in 
order to strengthen the participation of  the Ainu in matters affecting  them. 

(5) Lao PDR. At the request of  UNDP and the Government, the Project initiated work on 
conducting a study on Ethnic Minorities Issues in Rural Development to provide a 
framework  for  technical assistance activities in the country. Consultations with the 
major stakeholders is planned for  August-September as part of  the process as the aim 
is to create the environment for  participatory development based on culturally 
appropriate interventions. 

(6) Thailand. As a result of  a 1997 workshop on development experiences with 
indigenous and tribal peoples, the Project has been requested by the indigenous and 
tribal peoples and the Government to facilitate  dialogue and cooperation among them. 
Discussions have been ongoing on this issue and a national policy workshop is 
planned for  autumn this year to seek ways of  including indigenous and tribal peoples 
needs and concerns into national development policies and programmes. 

(7) Vietnam. The Project has been cooperating with the Committee for  Ethnic Minorities 
and Mountainous Areas of  the Government (CEMMA) in both policy matters as well 
as capacity building initiatives, at the request of  the Government. As a building block, 
a pilot project is underway, as a joint ILO-CEMMA activity, in the Thai nguyen 
province of  Vietnam on Natural Resource Management and Women's Workload in 
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Ethnic Communities. A study tour to the Philippines is also planned as part of  the 
"Indigenous-to-Indigenous" Module. 

Africa 

The following  is a summary of  Project activities in Africa: 

(1) South Africa.  A conference  on the Constitutional Accommodation of  Vulnerable 
Indigenous Communities was held in May 1998 in Pretoria in cooperation with the 
South African  Department of  Constitutional Development, with a follow  up workshop 
in March 1999. The purpose of  this process is to address the issue of  indigenous and 
tribal peoples in South Africa  and to advance the creation of  a consultative body of 
indigenous peoples' organisations. Work continues to facilitate  this objective. 
Through the "Indigenous-to-Indigenous" Exchange Programme, a San delegation from 
South Africa,  Namibia and Botswana will be participating in a Study Tour to learn 
from  Sami and Inuit experiences, along with a Jumma delegation from  Bangladesh. 

(2) Tanzania. In January 1999, the Conference  on Indigenous Peoples of  Eastern, Central 
and Southern Africa  took place in Arusha, Taking part were a number of 
representatives from  hunter-gatherer and pastoralist communities from  a wide range of 
countries in Central, Eastern and Southern Africa.  The conference,  organised by the 
Arusha-based Pastoralist Indigenous NGO (PINGOs) and the International Workgroup 
for  Indigenous Affairs  (IWGIA), was aimed towards the facilitation  of  indigenous 
networking, as well giving assistance to indigenous organisations on how better to 
voice their concerns at the international level. 

Presently, PINGOs, with support from  the Project, is producing information  on ILO 
Convention No. 169 in Kiswahili, for  publication and radio transmission. 

(3) Cameroon. The Project has been approached by the Confederation  Syndicale  de 
Travailleurs  du  Cameroun  for  assistance in the question of  Pygmy workers. 
Discussion on how to initiate technical cooperation activities is in process in order to 
work with these workers and to define  objectives for  future  co-operation with them. 

(4) Morocco. Following an invitation from  the Amazigh (Berber) organisation 
TAMAYNUT, to introduce ILO Convention No. 169 to its members, a conference 
took place in Rabat, Morocco, in November 1998. Also involved in the conference 
was the Moroccan League for  Human Rights Defence  (OMDH) and the Cultural 
Ministry of  the Government of  Morocco. As an outcome, recommendations were 
made that the Project, in collaboration with TAMAYNUT, work to create more 
awareness on a national scale, of  Convention No. 169, and also that Governmental 
representatives should be included in any further  discussions. Also suggested was a 
collaboration between Amazighen organisations, UNESCO and the Cultural Ministry 
of  Morocco to introduce education in the Amazigh language. 
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(5) Kenva. The Project is currently preparing an Eastern  African  Indigenous  Women's 
Conference  in co-operation with the African  Indigenous  Women's  Organisation.  This 
conference  will take place in Nairobi, Kenya, in August 1999. In this regard, a video 
has been produced featuring  indigenous women's daily work. 

(6) Namibia. The Project is collaborating with INDISCO in engaging female  extension 
workers in the Sustainably  Harvested  Devil's  Claw  Project  in the Omaheke region. 
The project will highlight and encourage the participation of  the women, and will, 
among other things, identify  means of  addressing basic training needs of  the women in 
the community. 

Publications:  The Project is working on the following  publications: (i) a simplified  guide to 
Convention No. 169 for  use at the community level; (ii) a study on traditional occupations to 
assess the changes that have taken place over the past 40 years in the traditional occupations 
and living and working conditions of  indigenous and tribal peoples especially with 
globalization and market economies; and (iii) another study on customary law and practice to 
highlight the fact  that customs and customary law are essential components of  indigenous 
knowledge systems. 

THE ILO-INDISCO PROGRAMME 
Support to self-reliance  of  indigenous and tribal peoples 

through cooperatives and Self  Help Groups 

Inspired by Convention No. 169, the ILO launched an interregional programme, INDISCO, 
aimed at strengthening the capacities of  indigenous and tribal peoples; helping them to design 
and implement their own development plans and initiatives, and ensuring that their traditional 
values and culture are safeguarded.  It has 20 projects in 10 countries in Asia, Africa  and 
Central America funded  by a group of  donors including DANIDA, The Netherlands, CID A, 
AGFUND, UNDP, WFP and Rabobank. 

Major programme components are: strengthening of  basic livelihoods, ancestral domain 
management, advancement of  the status of  indigenous women, environment and natural 
resource management (through incorporation of  indigenous knowledge), capacity-building 
through training of  indigenous extension workers at community level, preservation of 
indigenous culture and strengthening of  local organizations. 

In the last five  years, the INDISCO projects have trained more than 15,000 indigenous and 
tribal peoples who, in return, capacitated their communities to revitalize traditional jobs. The 
INDISCO projects have successfully  put into practice innovative approaches, using 
indigenous knowledge, directed towards the preservation of  indigenous and tribal peoples' 
resource base, including cost effective  and sustainable water harvesting systems, plant 
nurseries to regenerate forests,  biogas plants and diary schemes. 

More than ten thousand traditional jobs have been secured through income generating 
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schemes in these fields,  and through financial  support given by the community-based 
revolving loan funds.  Data and information  were collected on the most common practices of 
indigenous peoples in regard to farming,  fishing,  mining, natural resource management and 
handicraft  production, and these practices have been incorporated in project activities in order 
to secure the survival of  these traditional occupations. More than 250 grassroots 
organizations, most of  them being cooperatives, were created by the projects' partner 
communities to take over project initiatives and continue on their own. Greater emphasis has 
also placed on local human resource development, and in the last five  year period, more than 
ten thousand persons have attended informal  literacy classes most of  whom were women. 

Projects undertaken during the first  part of  1999 include: (i) capacity-building for  ethnic 
minorities under INDISCO in Lao PDR; (ii) supporting self-reliance  of  Pygmies through 
promotion of  sustainable livelihoods in Cameroon; and (iii) promotion of  participatory 
approaches to sustainable development among the Maasai in Tanzania. Projects in the 
process of  being developed are as follows: 

(a) An INDISCO  Support  Programme  for  Asia on Indigenous  Knowledge  and 
Environmental  Assessments. The objective of  this project is to secure traditional jobs 
through incorporation of  indigenous knowledge into development schemes. It is 
anticipated to last for  three years, and will cover areas of  Asia such as India, The 
Philippines, Vietnam and Thailand. 

(b) Self-Reliance  of  Tribal  Women  in Gujarat (India)  Under  INDISCO.  The strategic 
objective of  this undertaking is the creation of  employment for  tribal women in three 
districts in Gujarat, India. This will involve approximately 10,000 women, and will 
continue for  a period of  five  years. 
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